Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SOFIA 01 186 031208Z 

ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 PASS-00 /017W 

031244Z 052840/50 

R031039Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SOEIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3010 

UNCLAS SOFIA 1186 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL.BU 

SUBJECT: THRACIAN ART EXHIBIT 

TO: MR. HOWARD JOHNSON 

BOSTON MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
BOSTON, MASS. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF MAY 20 AND 
TELEX RECEIVED FROM MR. KATZ OF THE METROPOLITAN, I YESTERDAY 
STRONGLY URGED MME. LYUDMILLA ZHIVKOVA, CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE 
OF CULTURE (WHO IS ABOUT TO OPEN THE EXHIBIT IN NEW YORK), TO 
ALLOW THE THRACIAN EXHIBIT TO MOVE TO BOSTON WHEN SHOWING IN 
NEW YORK IS CONCLUDED. 

THIS IS SOMEWHAT OF AN UPHILL STRUGGLE BECAUSE AT LOWER LEVELS 
THE DECISION APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MADE TO RETURN THE EXHIBIT 
TO EUROPE AFTER THE NEW YORK SHOWING. THERE SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN SOME DAMAGE WHICH HAD THE CURATORS CONCERNED. 

I POINTED OUT THE HIGH QUALITY OF YOUR FACILITIES AND RENOWN 
OF YOUR MUSEUM; THE "MULTIPLIER EFFECT" WHICH BULGARIA COULD 
OBTAIN FROM TWO SHOWINGS IN THE US; THE INFLUENTIAL QUALITY 
OF THE PUBLIC IN BOSTON AREA; BENEFITS TO BULGARIAN 
CULTURAL DIPLOMACY; AND THE EXCEPTIONALLY FAVORABLE 
RISK/BENEFIT RATIO IN MOVING EXHIBIT FROM NEW YORK 
TO BOSTON. MATTER WILL NOW BE REVIEWED. 
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IT WOULD NOT BE AMISS, I THINK, IF YOU WORKED TOGETHER 
WITH MRS. ZHIVKOVA'S HOSTS AT THE METROPOLITAN, WHERE 
SHE WILL BE ON THE EIGHTH, TO SEE IF ANOTHER PERSONAL 
INTERVENTION WITH HER CAN TIP THE SCALES IN FAVOR OF 
A LATE FALL SHOWING AT YOUR MUSEUM. KIND REGARDS. 
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MARTIN F. HERZ 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
SOFIA, BULGARIA 
HERZ 

NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED TO ABOVE ADDRESSEE. 
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